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Where is Latin America and the Caribbean?

• Latin America has great natural and cultural 
wealth

• It is the most unequal region in the world (IDB, 
2024)

• Inequality is based on several factors that 
produce inequity such as inequality in access 
to education, tax (in)justice, low wages and the 
low generation of knowledge…

• Science develops from local 
characteristics, but inserted in the 
global context. This is why the exchange 
of knowledge is very important.



https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.PP.CD?view=map&year=2023 

Gross Domestic Product

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.PP.CD?view=map&year=2023


Oppenheim, Greenhalgh y Rowland (2000)  
related when the publications commerce appears:

“However, as the industry has become more commercialised, the distinction 
between the commercial and not for-profit press is becoming less clear [18]. 
Some university presses publish textbooks and more consumer-orientated 
material [12, 19]. This is supported by aggressive sales and marketing 
techniques [18]. Despite this, the not-for-profipress continues to enjoy 
charitable status and remains immune to the mergers and take-overs that 
have become commonplace in the commercial sector” (p. 362).



How did libraries acquire their  journals 
before Internet?

As a Gift

As an Exchange

Interlibrary Loan

Photocopy



Oppenheim, Greenhalgh y Rowland (2000) 

“The growth of scientific research since 1945 [10, 12] has
opened new opportunities for the commercial publisher. This has been 

accentuated by increasing specialisation of research [13]. A proliferation of 
journals, often with small circulations and high prices, has emerged [14, 15].

“Publishing Industry”

Rodríguez and Vessuri (2007) offered another perspective:  

“How the scientific publishing industry gained strength, starting from 
certain premises that involved researchers and libraries, until reaching 

what it is today: an oligopoly dominated by five publishers”.



Argumentation about the quality of LA 
journals:

• Little research and no visibility in the world with a 
secondary role

• Endogamic publications
• The scientific production was unknown
• Without presence in international index
• There were no local indices to give visibility to that 

production.

Latindex 1994



Quantity of Latin American journals published by 
universities and research centers

Based on data from Latindex, 2024



Collective sustainability 
Diamond Open Access Journals in LatAm

Based on data from Redalyc.org



Latindex was the first system created 

Origin:
 There were 11000 titles from 

Latin America and the Caribbean 
in Clase and Periodica (UNAM 
data bases from 1976). Then, 

only 1062 were selected 
because they had quality 

practices, and these the 634 
(59,69%) were from Latam and 

the Caribbean. 
These titles should fill the 
indexes  quality indicators.

Only 4 Latinamerican countries were 
included in ISI: 

Argentina, Mexico, Brazil and Chile. 



2006
First “homemade” 

Journal Portal 
from the 

University of 
Costa Rica



“With such a tradition behind it, it is not surprising that the Open 
Access (OA) movement for information, particularly that published in 
scientific journals, found fertile ground in the region. Openness itself 
has always existed, however, joining the movement has meant greater 
access to our publications, has given us a common language to talk 
about them, and has supported the development of specialized 
computing tools and platforms and growing recognition and 
institutional support for them” (p. 19).

Cetto, Alonso-Gamboa, Packer & Aguado-López (2015) 



https://pkp.sfu.ca/software/ojs/usage-data/ 
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https://pkp.sfu.ca/software/ojs/usage-data/


Multilingual Journals in Latin 
America



LatinAmerican Infrastructures

± 3500 Quality 
Journals

+800
Repositories

+650 Journal 
Portals
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https://www.latindex.org/latindex/inicio 

https://www.latindex.org/latindex/inicio


https://www.latindex.org/latindex/Solr/Busqueda?idModBus=3&buscar=Agronom%C3%ADa+Mesoamericana&submit=Buscar 

Latindex has 1356 
full-text articles 
from the journal 

Agronomía 
Mesoamericana 

(1994-2024) based 
on the 3691 

Catalog journals

https://www.latindex.org/latindex/Solr/Busqueda?idModBus=3&buscar=Agronom%C3%ADa+Mesoamericana&submit=Buscar


SciELO offers free and open access to the full text of 1,654 titles from 16 countries, 12 
of them from Latin America and the Caribbean. Also, brings access to data, preprints 
and books.





12 countries take part of LA 
Referencia. 

11 countries are from 
LatinAmerica and their national 

repositories. 



Call for Diamond Open Access

Many statements are delivered in Latin America and the Caribbean calling to 
streghten Open Access… 



2005



https://redalyc.org/declaracion-mexico/ 

Declaración de México on the use of CC by-NC-SA license to guarantee 
protection of academic and scientific open access output.

2017

https://redalyc.org/declaracion-mexico/


PANAMA STATEMENT ON OPEN SCIENCE
2018

“Members of academia and civil society organizations from Latin America and the Caribbean, gathered 
in Panama City, understand that knowledge is a common good. We want to make public our confidence 

in the role of science as a driving force of democracy, freedom and social justice in the current 
historical moment. We want more science and we want it to be open”.



Statement on Non-
Commercial Open 
Access to Knowledge in 
times of COVID 19.
This proposes to focus 
the efforts of the 
scientific community 
towards collaboration 
and the reinforcement 
of non-commercial and 
academy-led Open 
Access.  (June, 2020)

CLACSO - Open Science Working Group



Central American 
University Superior 

Council

It was launched on October 
10, 2023 and signed by the 

25 universities in Central 
America and the Caribbean 
that are part of CSUCA. It 
seeks to promote among 

university communities that 
their scientific and academic 
production be published in 
open access without costs 
for publishing or reading 

(diamond route).



Some challenges on Diamond Open Access in LA

I agree with Alejandro Uribe-Tirado (2023) who proposes:

1). Continue advancing in institutionality, sustainability, updating and improvement.

2). Achieve greater participation and coverage in LA Referencia so that more countries can join the project

3). Further advance the integration of existing repositories.

I add the following:

1). Promote institutional and national policies to make open diamond access a priority, not only by issuing
statements - as has already happened - but by converting these policies into laws and enforcing them.

2). Redouble efforts to ensure the sustainability of journals within universities, so that permanent resources
are allocated for the publication and distribution of journals.

3). Consider creating a regional financing fund for diamond journals, which would cover at least 2,000
journals and which would gradually grow until reaching the 3,700 titles in the Latindex Catalogue.

4). Provide incentives for diamond journals, so that the growth of APC journals, as has occurred in recent
years, is suspended.



THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

saraycg@gmail.com
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2906-8431 

mailto:saraycg@gmail.com
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2906-8431
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