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What happens when incentivizing “a volume business model 
in which every paper is a quantum of revenue that  must  be 
published somewhere in a publisher’s ecosystem”?

“The perverse incentive for publishers is to accept more 
papers, which furthers academia’s publish-or-perish mindset , 
makes predatory publishing more enticing, and dilutes the 
scientific literature.”

Public access  is  not equal access | Science (2022)
Sudip Parikh , Shirley M. Malcom , and Bill Moran 
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.ade8028

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.ade8028


India’s One Nation One Subscription deal enriches publishers and 
benefits few 
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2024/12/05/indias-one-nation-one-subscription-deal-enriches-publishers-and-
benefits-few/

BMJ: British Medical Journal, 
Vol. 299, No. 6694 (Jul. 29, 1989), p. 333 
(1 page)

https://www.jstor.org/journal/bmjbritmedj


https://www.wolterskluwer.com/en/solutions/medknow

D K Sahu, an Indian Pediatrician who pioneered the ‘fee-less-
free’ open access publishing, owned Medknow before Wolters  
Kluwer acquired it in 2011

Leading Indian medical journals  use Medknow’s platform.

In 2023, 7,605 papers  appeared in Medknow journals  indexed 
in Web of Science

DOAJ has listed 221 journals  published by Medknow, of these 
140 don’t charge any fee either from the authors  or readers



The IJME isn’t on anyone’s  list of most desirable places to 
publish. It’s  not even indexed by Thomson Reuters ’ Web 
of Science, which means  it doesn’t have  an offic ia l 
Impact Factor, used to rank journa ls . But for a relatively 
unknown and ostensibly local title — we hadn’t heard of it 
until a  few months  ago, and we have heard of an awful lot 
of journals  — it has an impressive list of staff and 
contributors, and has been earning plaudits  from the 
science community lately. Where did this  mysterious journal 
come from?
Wilson agrees. “I find the  s cholarship a t the  IJME of high 
quality. I also think as  an ethics  journal it offers  informed 
debate on issues that other journals  might be more hesitant 
to take on and address  forthrightly.” That’s  why, he says, it 
was the first place he submitted his  provocative essay.

https://www.statnews.com/2016/09/09/ijme-journal/
It was established in 1993 by the Forum for Medical Ethics Society,





Ajay Sood, the current Principal Scientific 
Advisor to the Government of India, values 
only the number of papers  published in the 
top 1% of journals  by impact factor

He discounts  the value of papers  published 
in journals  that are low in the pecking order, 
even if they are highly cited.

“In most local assessments, a poorly cited paper in a high impact 
journal scores over a well-cited paper in a low impact journal”,

“Most senior (and sadly enough, many younger) scientists  in India 
appear to be innocent of the entire area of bibliometric analysis  of 
science, resulting in the creation of an environment where 
misconceptions abound. The practice of assessing scientists  in 
committees by quickly computing 'average impact factors' is  
pernicious; the  ready acceptance  of this  parameter by many 
s cience  adminis tra tors  mus t be  vigorous ly res is ted”

wrote P Balaram, former director the Indian Institute of Science, 
Bengaluru, in an editorial to Current Science.
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