














Rethinking, 
reframing and 
reconstructing 

Africa: 

…we have a huge 
responsibility to 
ourselves as well 

as to the continent 
to address this 

task.



Re-member
and Re-centre 







“Does the game lodge not represent the ultimate ‘leisuring’ of colonial history that 
has remained relatively untouched in the discourse of freedom.” (Ndebele, 1999). 
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“Tourist Gaze”-Protecting/Projecting Cultural Heritage



Sethembile Msezane's "Chapungu 
The Day Rhodes Fell

Chandra Frank: exploration of lingering legacies of colonialism 
between South Africa and the Netherlands [Framer Framed]







Artificial intelligence

Machine learning

Astrophysics

Virtual reality 

Nanoscience

Nanoscience

Augmented





• Who benefits from our research and whose agenda does it serve?
• Who owns the research?
• Who is excluded and why?
• Who is the research for, by, and about?
• To whom is it disseminated?







South Africa: 
1800’s









The epistemic 
violence of 
(mis)representation

and 

the epistemic 
Danger of a Single 
Story









(Image via Mattel, Inc.)
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Social Justice is just and 
fair access to and equitable 
distribution of 
opportunities, resources, 
privileges and burdens and 
is ultimately about equal 
enjoyment of all rights and 
freedoms by all, regardless 
of human diversity and 
historical injustices

Thuli Madonsela 
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Being with…

The notion of ‘being-with’ emphasizes doing things together 
as a collective, increasing wellbeing by connecting and co-
existing with others in a shared space. 
(Ndubisi, 2013) 

42



What does this mean for research 
and how we research the Other?



The San Code
 Ethics 

!Khwa ttu







EXTRAVERSION

ENDOGENEITY



Indigenous Epistemology seminar 4 - Exploring the Intersection 
of African Epistemologies

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vYlX4M7z_Jk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vYlX4M7z_Jk


Gayatri Spivak

Epistemic violence 
perpetuates social injustice

• Oral traditions, are often dismissed 
as anecdotal or "unscientific."

• Indigenous ecological knowledge, 
is relegated to the periphery of 
environmental research.

• Contextual and spiritual 
dimensions of knowledge are 
stripped of validity in favour of 
mechanistic and reductionist 
models.







The Publishing Industry’s Role
Diversifying Editorial Leadership
Valuing Indigenous Knowledge and 

Local Languages
Promoting Inclusive Citation 

Practices
Designing Accessible Open-Access 

Systems
Addressing Economic Barriers like 

paywalls
Shifting Power Dynamics
Supporting Emerging Scholars
Emphasizing Ethical Responsibility
Foster equal participation and 

diverse narratives publishing
Decolonizing Research and 

Publishing:
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“The body 

decolonizes 

itself when it 

sheds what’s 

been forced 

upon it” 

(Sagisi 2020).



We are the Ones We’ve Been Waiting For

You have been telling people that this is the 
Eleventh Hour, now you must go back and 
tell the people that this is the Hour. And 
there are things to be considered…
Where are you living?
What are you doing?
What are your relationships?
Are you in right relation?
Where is your water?
Know your garden.
It is time to speak your truth.
Create your community.
Be good to each other.
And do not look outside yourself for your 
leader.
We are the ones we were hoping for!
Hopi Elders' Prophecy, June 8, 2000
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